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It’s Nice to 


Fr 4 


in news for the Columbia Conference Convention, 
Trinity Lutheran Church and the Columbia Hospital 


are co-hosts and it is our prayer that your stay in our 


Have You... 


midst will be one that will live long in your memory 
but above all one that will bring a rich harvest in the 


Kingdom of God as we work, study, and transact the 
business of the church. 


Meeting Place 


All devotional services will be held in 
Trinity Lutheran Church. The business 
sessions of the Conference will be held 
at Grace Episcopal Church one-half block 
west of Trinity Lutheran. The Women’s 
Missionary Society sessions will be held 
at the Trinity Lutheran Church. 


The banquet on Wednesday evening will 
be at the Gearhart hotel on highway 101 
between Seaside and Astoria. 


Meals 


Luncheon will be served in the basement 
of the church each day at 12 noon and 
12:30. Dinner will be served on Tuesday 
and Thursday at the church at 5:30 and 
6:00 p.m. The time for the banquet is 
7:00 p.m. 


Registration 


Delegates will register at the desk in the 
parish house. All delegates and visitors 
are asked to register. 


Parking 


Parking is allowed near the church at all 
hours and for unlimited periods of time. 
Parking privilege slips for downtown 
parking are available at the registration 
desk for those driving cars. 


Committee Rooms 


Committees desiring special rooms for 
meetings are asked to contact the pastor. 
Rooms are available for meeting during 
meal time if reservations are made ahead 
of time. 


Convention Guests 


Dr. Eric WAHLSTROM 
Augustana Theological Seminary 


Rev. ELDER JACKSON 
Missionary to Africa 


Mr. SAM EpWINs 
Co-director of Advance for Christ 





Pere ee Oa OC CUR we ee 


CONVENTION THEME: 


“Chat Chey May See Che Light” 


ASuke 8:16 


Tuesday, April Twenty-seventh 


9:30 A.M. COLUMBIA CONFERENCE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Meeting at Columbia Hospital 


12:00 Noon LUNCHEON 
Trinity Church Parlors 


2:30 P.M. PASTORAL CONFERENCE 
Grace Episcopal Church, one-half block west 


LEADER Pastor John Darrah 
Devotions Pastor Oscar Rolander 
Appress “Biblical Preaching’ . . . . . Dr. Eric Wahlstrom 
3:45 P.M. Business meeting of Ministerium 


2:30 P.M. CONFERENCE FOR LAYMEN AND LAYWOMEN 
Trinity Lutheran Church 


LEADER Mr. Gordon Storaasli 
Devotions Mr. Don Granlund 
ApprEss Mr. Sam Edwins 
Appress Mr. Tom Miklebust 
3:45 P.M. Consideration of Conference Agenda . . . Mr. Don Larson 


DINNER HOUR — First serving 5:30, Second Serving 6:00 


7:30 P.M. OPENING CONVENTION SERVICE 


ORGAN (PREPARATIONS. “Largo” o's 0 GS Te se ol ae 
Miss Ethel Wicks, Organist 
PROCESSIONAL HyMN_ “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”. . . No. 153 


LITURGICAL SERVICE. . . . . . . . Pastor Rudolph Johnson, Liturgist 


PISTIE: ISBSSON) c 8 ae el FP laces ant arp EOD LCW Re ies 
GRADUAL HYMN ‘ Hark! the Voice of Jesus Crying’. . . . . . No, 80 
GOSPEL) EESSON®*. x13) rete St ge A 8) 2.) oh Matthews 132 te 


CONFESSION OF FAITH 


ANTHEM “Create in Me a Clean Heart,O God"... . . . . Mueller 
PuLPir HYMN. ‘Arise, O God, and Shine’. . . . . . . . . No. 70 
THE SERMON “That They May See The Light” ......._ Pastor S. L. Swenson 


President, Columbia Conference 
Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 


BOLO" "sl he Lord's Peayer' 3. sy Oe eh ee ey dy ots a PCL 
Mrs. Clifford Johnson 

WEECOMEO Gab. 1 ar ar nie tk. ke) 5) Pastor Roy wie mydes 

OFFERATORY “Contemplation”’ from The day Cay. WS yp oan Aan 

CLosING HYMN “O Saviour, Bless Us EreWe Go”. . . . . . No. 361 

ORGAN CONCLUSIONS “Joyous Postlude’. . . . >. . . . . Mallard 


9:00 P.M. FELLOWSHIP HOUR — Arranged by the men of Trinity. 
Church parlors. 


Wednesday, April Twenty-eighth 


8:30 A.M. Bible Study, Ephesians ‘God Elects’ . . Dr. Eric Wahlstrom 


9:30 A.M. First Business Session 
Grace Episcopal Church 


1:30 P.M. MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Memorial Sermon . . . . . «.. . Dr. Carl A. V. Lund 
2:15 P.M. Second Business Session 


7:00 P.M. CONVENTION BANQUET Guest Speaker, Mr. Sam Edwins 
Hotel Gearhart 


Thursday, April Twenty-ninth 


8:30 A.M. Bible Study, Ephesians “God's Elect’ . . Dr. Eric Wahlstrom 
9:30 A.M. Third Business Session 

2:00 P.M. Fourth Business Session 

7:30 P.M. MISSIONARY FESTIVAL 


Friday, April Thirtieth 


9:00 A.M. Fifth Business Session 
10:45 A.M. CONVENTION COMMUNION SERVICE 


ORGAN PREPARATIONS “Consider And Hear Me’... . . . Pfleuger 
Miss Ethel Wicks, Organist 

HYMN OF PREPARATION “Behold, by Sovereign Grace Alone’ . . No. 444 

COMMUNION ApprEss_ “The Fellowship of the Saints’. Dr. Eric Wahlstrom 


CONFESSION OF SINS 
Page in Hymnal: Large 615, Small 622 


CELEBRATION OF THE LorD’s SUPPER 
Celebrant — Pastor Earl Sakrison 


Assistants — Pastor Hiram Hogberg 
Pastor Everett Jensen 
Pastor William Petersen 


HyMNs (Dorie Communion )..¢ i) 305 <5, 2 ps 235, 25ay 230) 247 


ORGAN CONCLUSIONS: “Glory Be To God”. 5 a ss ew SCs Bach 


CONFERENCE OFFICERS 


Presidente tn eae! 2) 8 GN ce a eastore: ess wenson 
Wie ECSIGERL Gh 6 caus) ks ns 06, ue te «) aston Gaal B Rydell 
Sectetary .. 8. « 4 3/4. = .! (Pastor Roland 'H. Swanson 


areaSureba pe Cla G<) Spee eo bow 1s be 4 Mite Lheo!tiNelsson 


“Het God Work A Airacle” 


40 


ANNIVERSARY 


OURSELVES 

OUR MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 
OTHERS 

OUR PERSONAL LIVES 

OUR CHURCH 





WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
COLUMBIA CONFERENCE OF THE 
AUGUSTANA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


April 27-30, 1954 


“And Isaiah said, 
This sign shalt Thou have of the Lord, that the Lord will do the 
things that He has spoken.” II King 20:9 


“It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard 
him, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and 


by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to His will.”’ 
Tuesday, April Twenty-seventh 


1:30 P.M. W.MLS. Executive Board Meeting 
2:30 P.M. Lay-Men and Lay-Women Meeting | 
7:30 P.M. Formal Opening of Conference 
9:00 P.M. Fellowship Hour 


Wednesday, April Twenty-eighth 


HEBREWS 2:4 


820, A.M.) Bible Study. * =)". a9... ac 4 & « -. SDeekiric Waldatepes 
9:30 A.M. BUSINESS SESSION ‘FOR OURSELVES” 
DEVOTIONS. . . . . . Pastor Earl Wall, Portland District 
GREETING. . . . . Mrs. Roy Ryden, Pres., Trinity W.MLS. 
RESPONSE. . . Mrs. Leonard Anderson, Mt. Rainier District 
ROLL. Catt . . . . Mrs. John Nasstrom, Montana District 
INTRODUCTIONS 


DISTRICT PRESIDENT’S PANEL PRESENTATION 


Inland Empire . . . . . . . . . Mes. Forrest Schmeil 
Intermountain, "os 5 tee 5 ho MirsasAu By Hultquist 
Montana a 5.1.8) ais aun, oe oO se DD ciMatoaray ie 
Mount Baker eh <) eatyay sy hy ao Mise One Nordquist 
Mount Rainier. . . . . . . . . Mfrs. E. Arthur Larson 
Portland Mrs. Elmer Lewis 
REPORTS 

Presidente "35 boas wen eee) Bite Ralph Se lonaden 
SRregsUret (soe sues, wi dtd Da” tele Mite? Hazel Skog: Ae Paas 
Auditors . . . . . Mrs. Harry Scott, Mrs. Forrest Schmeil 
Statistician.) 6. 6 se es 4. . Mes. Edith Jolinson 
Historian. . . . . . Mrs. Forrest Schmeil 


DIVISION CHAIRMAN REPORTS 


Business Women's) 2 «94. 5 ee Mire Ralph S. Lindquist 
Teenage, t's Sr iy Se > EMSS enine eer 


Children’s 


Miss Julia Finden 


“Behold, for I do a deed in your day, a deed you will never believe, if one declare 


it unto you.” — Acts 13:41 


DEPARTMENT APPEALS 


Diteratare” =. oc co. ee + we Le Sy atl Balesan 
Tndustrialiss 6 Vln. al Pe EC Gariaon 
Mission Tidings . . . . . . . Mrs. G. Stanton Peterson 
Announcements 

Offertory 

Hymn 375. . . . . “Mighty Lord, Extend Thy Kingdom 
Closing Prayer. . Mrs. C. E. Samuelson, Intermountain District 


Wednesday, April Twenty-eighth 


1:30 P.M. 


23307 PME 


MEMORIAL SERVICE 


COMorence cme se oon ete Mery Means LOR ean ery ae 
Solo “Salaried” wo. 2 Og 2 Miss Olga Stoles 
Women’s Missionary Society . . . . . Mrs. C. O. Moberg 


Portland District 
PANEL PRESENTATION — DIVISIONS 


Women’s Missionary Society . . . . Mrs. A. D. Mattson Jr. 
Business Women, Teenage, Children’s. . Mrs. Ralph Lindquist 


WOMEN'S MISSIONARY TOUR—Miss Signe Enberg, Chmn. 
Astoria, W.M.S. 


“ADVANCE FOR CHRIST” BANQUET 
Hotel Gearhart, Gearhart, Oregon 
Speaker’. 20 iw lcd ne sages ps Oe oe he Me Sam edwin 


“Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded; for I am doing a 
work in your days—that you would not believe if told.” HABBAKUK 1:15 


Thursday, April Twenty-ninth 


8:30 A.M. 
9:30 A.M. 


BIBER STUDY. 5°. 3 ee 2 Drs EneiWahistrom 
BUSINESS SESSION . . . “For Our Missionary Societies” 
Devotions. . . . Pastor Harold Bolm, Mount Baker District 


Reading of Minutes. Mrs. Clarence Grahn, Mt. Rainier District 
Literature Presentation . . . . . . . Mts. Earl Sakrison 
Election of Officers . . . . . . . Mfrs. E. Arthur Larson 
Recommendations from Executive Board 

Offering 


EVO sae ee hil a et et at Os “We Would See Jesus’ 


Closing Prayer . . . Mrs. Oliver Nelson, Mt. Baker District 
1:30 P.M. INSPIRATIONAL SERVICE — "FOR OTHERS” 


Hymn 378... 6 . ° f.4 4 “Go Porth, Ye Heralds’ 
Devotions ... . .. . . . . Pastor Earl Anderson 
Inland Empire District 

Solo ‘Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled’ . Mrs. Harold Bolm 
Mt. Baker District 

pial los oes oe eee hee ee DLOPS rice Ww allistrom 
Pymn 504 2. ww ks . “OT how Best Gift of Heaven” 
Closing Prayers. | .-. 45% . . «9 Mrs, Arnold Berhow 


Montana District 
2:45 P.M. CONSECRATION SERVICE — Pastor Swen Swenson 


3:00 P.M. WOMEN’S MISSIONARY TEA — At the Columbia Hospital 
Mrs. Oscar Wrausmann, Pres. 
Columbia Hospital Auxiliary 


“Every man also to whom God hath given to rejoice in his labor—this is a gift 
of God.” BCC! 3719 


Women’s Missionary Society Festival 
Thursday, April 29th 7:30 p.m. 
“LET GOD WORK A MIRACLE 
IN OUR PERSONAL LIVES !” 


ORGAN PRELUDE “Andante Religioso” . . ss» oh Seat, SORE 
Miss Ethel Wicks, Organist 

EVN Soa nc ke ay oe eo Pre to the Lord Almighty” 

Devotions . . . ... .. Pastor Arthur I. Anderson, Mt. Rainier District 


EMANUEL HospiraL Nurses CHORUS 


OGankie DOMINO) fukn es ee eek) deans eo Hassler 
Rl icauepin Buberies We | Gt a ne ate ak ose = DANE 
cy OR EAURCI CEL eee oe ed bet aes Bee inceman 
40th ANNIVERSARY PRESENTATION . . Mrs. Ralph S. Johnson, Pres. 


Women’s Missionary Society 


Dr. Carl Lund, Vice-President 
Columbia Conference Home for 
the Agend, Board of Trustees 


EMANUEL HospiraL Nurses CHORUS 
“Children of the Heavenly Father’. . . . . . . art.—Sateren 
“The Hebrew Children” . . . . . . . + « . John T. Niles 
Soulsiof the Righteous”. wis) 4 Gee.» ae 4 ANOBIS 


GreetinGs . . . . . Dr. Henry Hokenson, Regional Director, Col. Conf. 
Pastor Swen Swenson, President Columbia Conference 


HyMN 372. . “How Wondrous and Great Are Thy Works, God of Praise!” 


Appress “Let God Work a Miracle in Our Personal Lives’ Pastor Elder Jackson 
Missionary to Africa 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERTORY “Meditation? . 6. 5 oe ew ee mo SERRE 
HyMN 86. ...... . . . ‘Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode” 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. . . . . ~~ Pastor Roy W. Ryden 
DaRPLUpa. “Pominde ie Gite «ck dk Sedge oe a ey ee 
“The God of peace... . make you perfect in every good work, to do His will, 


working in you that which is well pleasing in His sight.” HEBREW 13:20, 21 
Friday, April Thirtieth 


9200) AGM. svilymn 342) 2s “All Blessing, Honor, Thanks, and Praise” 


Devotions. ... . . . . . . Pastor Luther Swanson 
Intermountain District 


Reading of Minutes . . . . . . . Mrs. Clarence Grahn 
Report — 1955 Recommendations 
40th ANNIVERSARY PRAYER AND PRAISE 


Reports — Committee 


Credentials . . . . . . . . Mrs. John Nasstrom 
Industrial... 23 2 < 1 2. Mes. BoC Carson 
Literature 6 « = = . «+s « JMes: Harl Sakrison 
Closing Prayer. 4.9. 8 a sy a Mies RR Engvall 


Mt. Rainier District 
11:00 A.M. HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Conducted by the Columbia Conference 


OFFERTORY PRAYER 


Thy work, O God, needs many hands, 
To help Thee everywhere 

And some there are who cannot serve 
Unless our gifts we share. 


Because we love Thee and Thy work 
Our offering now we make; 

Be pleased to use it as Thine own 
We ask for Jesus sake. 





Women’s Missionary Society Executive Board 


OFFICERS 
Mrs, Ralph S. John sore’. isc cess antenna ntaree President 
~ Mrs. Theodore E. Palmer ........-1..-.--.-++-.-- 1st Vice-President 
Mrg:: Henry Flekensoni 7 .5-.---025.5 A--ssa0eoe 2nd Vice-President 
Mrs. Clarence: Gratiar: is. oe. .otett aes nae Secretary 
= Mrs, Swen L. Swenson .......-.--.------ Corresponding Secretary 
’ Mrs, ‘Hazel- Skog. A. so oe Soc apee ae Treasurer 
Mes." Edith Johnsot sso nat ott. ne erates Statistician 
Darn: ‘Forrest Schrndil | 202-00 Peck eee Historian 
DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 
Mrs. Bi Clanseg =» oh 3 ee American Missions 
Rite. «Pati Eions0n 085 vote te Boxes of Blessings 
Mts, Hire SET Wiis "sep oo peoaeaa teas anaes Christmas Cheer 
Mes. Benest Beteesoni 5-5. ose--ccenttonedc oie enond Dime Books 
Mes? Clifierd ‘Cavlean Mee... eae, Industrial 
Sister Hilda Briclisany. 225.2222. Sos toners Jewish Missions 
[ot Sy ag dice) ST) te Ane ee ae Meee Fee Literature 
Mrs; C.Stanton: Peterson 2... 22s 300 ec-sec-ts Mission Tidings 
Mrs C, Be Ts Oleic: hea -02250..0. My Missionary for a Day 
i FR Sg OFA RTS bg ee ene meme od Promotional 
DIVISION CHAIRMAN 
: Mesadnabpha. Dienst: oe bein Business Women 
Miss Denise) Latimer 4. i. 2 a... sco ee ance Teen-age 
Mites. Jigtta BF itidenn capo. snc etveks decease cere Childrens 


CONVENTION NOTES 


All general meetings of the Women’s Missionary Society 
will be held at the Trinity Lutheran Church, Astoria, Oregon 
Kindly bring this program with you to all meetings 
DELEGATES: Please occupy seats designated for your dis- 
trict. Please wear your badge at all times 

during this convention. 

W.M.S. delegates and members receiving 
travel aid are not excused from any of the 
meetings of this convention without per- 
mission. See Conference Women’s Mission- 
anry Society Secretary. 


W.M.S. CONVENTION COMMITTEES 
Credential Chairman .... Mrs. John Nasstrom, Butte, Mont. 


Memorial Service ..........-. Mrs. C, O. Moberg, Astoria, Ore. 
Luther League Exhibits: 
eas Chairman ............ Mrs. Gordon Loren, Bellevue, Wash. 
oral’ Judges *..2.i28. Mrs. Albert Engbretson, Astoria, Ore. 
: ‘ ' Mrs. Sidney Jones, Lake Stevens, Wash. 
non a. Pastor John Darrah, Seattle, Wash. ‘ 


Reporters .........- Mrs. Edward Landgerth, Portland, Ore. 
j Mrs. Douglas Volosing, Kae , Was 





Augustana Synod Delegates 
Gathering Here for Meeting 


Delegates to the annual convention of Columbia con- 
ference, Augustana Luthran Synod, were gathering today 
at Trinity Lutheran, the headquarters church. 

The convention and sessions of the women’s missionary 
society open tonight and continue through Friday morning. 

Business of the convention actually starts at 2:30 this 
afternoon with a pastoral conference in Grace Episcopal 
church and a separate laymen’s and laywomen’s conference 
at the time in Trinity church, with Gordon Storaasli of As- 
toria presiding. 

The opening convention service| 
is at 7:30 tonight, with Miss Eth-| THREATENS QUEEN 
el Wicks playing an organ num-| KAMPALA, Uganda (U.P)—A 
ber to start the meeting. high government official said to- 
Pastor S. L. Swenson, Seattle.) gay that Mau Mai terrorist lead- 
Nee ne ee iracd| er Dedan Kimathi has threatened 
Johnson Astoria, will sing a| death to Queen Elizabeth II when 
solo and Pastor Roy Ryden of|she arrives in Uganda tomorrow 
the local church giving a formal| 
welcome to the delegates. 
A fellowship hour arranged by} DRUNK ON A HORSE 
men of Trinity church will fol-| 
ir hie meeting. | IRONTON, O. U.P)—Donald 
Wednesday’s program opens| Pancake was cited to appear. in 
with Bible study led by Dr. Eric municipal court tomorrow on 
Wahlstrom, professor from Aug-} charges of driving a horse and 
ustana seminary, Rock Island, iil.| wagon while intoxicated. 
Business sessions open at 9:30 inj 





Astoria Church Entertains 62nd 
Convention of Columbia Conference 


By Eric N. Hawkins oF iraraiae 
ASTORIA, Ore. (Aug) — The|” The Rev. S. L. Swenson, presi- 
lelightful and historic city Of| qent of the Columbia Confer- 
Astoria, founded in 1811, was the | ence, preached on the convention 
cene of the 62nd annual con-/ theme, “That They May »ee the 
ention of the Augustana Colum- | yj ijont’—Luke 2-16. 
yia Conference, wee Ng: Mores Efficient president 
ificently entertained by irin = mae iceds. ; 
aceon Church, the Rev. Roy The five business sessions of 
2yden, pastor, April 27 to 30. | the conferenceé WEtes © Me ha bi 
”~ Growth and progress in in the neighboring Grace Epis 
the conference, which num- | copal ¢ ee with Pastor Swen- | 
ions, were |son presidalilp. ; Wes 
Here Bi oe re renee of | This was Pastor Swenson ra 
a gain of 7.4 per cent in | year as presiding oa Pas 
| - baptized membership and | conference following his e ee, 
| the adoption of a record bud- | at last year’s convener ae pe / 
get for 1955 of $101,475. | time president. Pastor :: gee | 
| The convention opened Tues- displayed brilliance, coe 4h 
aay evening, April 27, with sac wit, strict timing to schedau €, | 
\Sime worship. The Rev. Rudolph |————_——— 
Syonuiber! euenieen Wash., was (Continued on Page Seven) 
fim eee wee tata 





Grace Episcopal church, with -a a Y h RR gee > Soares i aes 
vee ous site EST Lutheran Church in Country 


am, preaching. Business sessions 


resume at 2:30. Wednesday eVé=| . 
ning at 7 the convention banquet oun e Tal 
rill be held in Gearhart hotel, 

Sere cakinis aco /The aura of centuries of Chris- 
i ’ tian endeavor in America will 
hover this week in Astoria over 
the convention of the Columbia 


conference of the Augustana 


ness sessions continwe 
1 Thursday, followed by ai 


der sponsorship of the women’s 
missionary society. Mrs. Ralph} 
Johnson, president of the mis 
sionary society, and Dr. Lund jare 
to speak. The Emanuel hospital 
nurses’ chorus will sing. 

Final business sessions will 
held Friday morning at 9:30, fo 
lowed by a communion service 
with Dr. Wahlstrom as maim 
speaker. 


ity Lutheran church. For it was 
more than 300 years ago that the 
Swedes and Finns who had colon- 
ized on the shores of the Delea- 
Ware river, first organized their 
he Lutheran congregations. 

The Augustana Synod, the par- 
ent, body of the Columbia confer- 
énce, was, however, not formally 
Organized until about 200 years 
later and the latter had its begin- 
}mings a little more than 60 years 
ago, 

The Columbia conference, 
Which geographically comprises 
thé northwestern part of the na- 
tion, is composed of congregations 
™m Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
British Columbia and a portion of 
Mentana and Utah. The confer- 
€n¢e is divided into districts in- 
cluding the Portland district in 
Which Trinity Lutheran church 

| i@ affiliated. } 
ome of the congregations in| 
hime conference are older than 
itheir parent affiliate. For exam- 
ple, here in Astoria, Trinity’s 
@meestry is traced back to the | 
1870's. 

Hosts Convention 

Trinity Lutheran church, host 
tothe convention which this year | 
igeeclebrating its silver anniver- 
Gary, was born of the merger of 

three former congregations the} 
First Lutheran, the German| 
Mather an and the Lutheran Mem. 
} dia | churches, Only one other 


+ sti - + yes} Y = 
ion festival at 7:30 p.m. Mm Ethan Synod to be held in a 
| 














‘i he i Sas 
_ {Continued on Page Two) 


US 300 Years Ago 
Lutheran Church 


AD 
co 











The Trinity Lutheran church will be the scene of the 
Augustana Lutheran Synod convention here beginning 
today. Some 300 persons are expected f neeting. 
yday. persons are expected for the meeting. 

(Richard H, Ball Photo) 





May 17, 1954 


Astoria Church 
Entertains 62nd 
Columbia Meeting 


(Continued trom Page One) | 
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with the ability to get things 
done without having the delega- 
tion feel that decision were fore: | 
@€d upon them 


Sedergren Vice President 





The following executive offi- 
@ers were elected for a term ol 
one year: 

Vice president, Pastor Carl W.| 
Sodergren, Portland, succeeding 
Pastor Carl E. Rydell, Tacoma; 
secretary, Pastor Roland Swan 
son, Yakima, Wash.; treasurer, | 
Theodore Nelsson, Tacoma; stat 
istician, Pastor Leroy Pillman, 
St. Helens, Ore 

State of Church 

From the president's report it 
was noted that the Columbia 
Conference has made spiritual 
and material gains during the 
past year. The president pointed 
out that 8508 people meet each 
Sunday in the churches of our 
confe ce for worship. Twenty 
per cent of the unconfirmed pu- 
pils in the church schools at- 
tend morning worship. An 
average of 68 per cent of our con- 
firmed members partook of the NINE SENIORS received the degree of Bach- 
Lord’s Supper at least once dur-| elor of Divinity on May 13 from Pacific Lu- Tl. 
ing the year.” theran Theological Seminary, Berkeley, Calif. Calif., St. 


Conference took cognizance of 
the fact that 32 per cent of its 
eonfirmed members did not par- 
take of communion last year and 








urged that every effort be made| front row, Ernest W. Vetter. Baltimore, Md. 
by pastors and church councils; St. Paul’s Church, Honolulu; Carl E. Ruud, 
to instill in the hearts and minds| Sacramento, Calif., entering the chaplaincy: 


of those who neglect communion, 
the importance of the sacrament. 

The conference was encour- 
aged by the fact that 51 per cent 





Pacific Lutheran Seminary Has Second Commencement 


This was the second class to complete its work 
at the school, five graduating in the first class 
a year ago. This year’s graduates, their home 
cities and their parish calls are, left to right, 


Richard M. Bennett, Lynwood, Calif., St. Paul's 
Church, Monterey Park, Calif.; Robert W. Var- 
blow, Missoula, Mont., mission developer, Wal- 





John Fullmer, 


THE WESTERN LUTHERAN 


nut Creek, Calif.; Gene H. Samuelson, Chicago, 
Back row, Horry D. Durkee, El Centro, 
James Church, Richmond Annex, 
Calif.; Richard W. Spalding, Allentown, Pa.; 


North Liberty, Ind., mission 


developer, Stevenson, Wash.; Henry W. Reen- 
stjerna, Jr., Brooklyn, N. Y., mission developer, 
North Sacramento, Calif. Mr. Varblow was or- 
dained in St. Michael’s Church, Berkeley, May 
16. Mr. Bennett will be ordained at Monterey 
Park on May 23, and Mr. Durkee at Grace 
Church, Richmond, on June 6. 





of the congregations conducted 
vacation Bible schools. The pres-|the conference during the past! 
ident reported ee ue are | year, 
taking the responsibility of con- pokuae 
firmation seriously and he urged Institutions 
that congregations. continue to Reports were given by the fol- 
give more time to instruction of| lowing conference or conference- 
both adults and vouth. — related institutions: Pacific Luth- 
The conference rejoiced over|eran College, Parkland, Wash.; 
the fact that nine men who will/Columbia’ Hospital, __ Astoria; 
be ordained this year have been|Columbia Conference Home for 
assigned as pastors in the con-|the Aged, Seattle; Emanuel Hos- | 
ference. pital, Portland; Lutheran Bible 


Progress in Building ee paaeat ; amg 
i lso pointed out e conference also recognized | 
Sec ete improve- the need of effective publicity. | 
ments of church property within An expression of thanks was 
the conference. Fifty-one congre- given the editors of the Lutheran 
gations reported improvements, Companion and The Western 
ranging from an expenditure in Lutheran for space made avail- 
one congregation of $212 to an able to the conference during the 
outlay of $300,000, which repre- past year. 
sented oe of peels Support for W. L. 
of the new Gethsemane Lutheran) ‘The conference recognized the | 
Church in Seattle. Magnolia Ai RaMClalenead some DheuWester 


Church in Seattle and Mt. Car- ; , 
mel in Portland also built new Lutheran, urging congregations | 





to subscribe by congregational | 


club subscription plan, asking 
church councils to subscribe for 
the paper and send to its church 
council members, board of trus- 
tee members, presidents of WMS 
groups in order to increase the 
number of subscriptions to this 
inter-Lutheran newspaper. It 
was also suggested that congre- 


gations do more advertising in} 


the paper to increase the reve- 


| nue. The board of trustees of the | 


conference will consider the 
needs of this paper at its next 
meeting. 
Trustees and Committees 

The following were elected on 
the board of trustees of the con- 
ference: 3-year terms, Rev. Eric 
N. Hawkins, Zion, Salt Lake City, 
Utah; Ear] Elton, Gloria Dei, 
Olympia, Wash.; Paul Hanson, 
Augustana, Portland: 2-year 
term, Morton Joslin, St. Marks, 





houses of worship during the 
past year. 
During 1953, four congrega- 


tions either purchased or con- 
structed mew parsonages, name- 












ly, Immanuel, Boise, Idaho; 
Augustana, Portland; Pilgrim, 
Portland; and Faith, Roseburg, 
Ore. The following congrega- 
tions have built educational 
units this past year: Our Re- 
deemer, Seattle, and Trinity, 
Gres , Ore. ; 

Dr. Henry J. Hokenson, region- 
al director of American missions, 
pointed out in his report that 
Saron kutheran Church, Ho- 


quiam, Wash., became self-sus- 
taining in: 1953. Fifty-five per 
cent of the congregations of the 


eonferenee experienced the ief- 
fectiveness of the preaching, 
teaching, reaching missions. 


Gratitude was expressed to the 
Women’s Missionary Society of 
the conference for its work of 
missions within the area. 
26,327. Souls 

The Columbia. Conference ter- 
ritorially extends over great dis- 
tances, from British Columbia, 
Canada, to the states of Wash- 
ington, Oregon, Montana, Idaho, 
and southward fo all of Utah. 
Within this great region are lo- 
cated 65 congregations. Accord- 
ing to the report, the Rev. Roland 
Swanson, statistician, churches 
of the conference now have a 
baptized membership of 26,327. 
This represents an increase of 
1815. The total confirmed mem- 
bership is 16,639, or an increase 


REV. S. L. SWENSON 


of 1065. : 
It is interesting to notice that 
conference increased 246 by 


adult baptism and 324 by adult 
confirmation. Eight - hundred - 
three communicants were trans- 
ferred into the conference. 

The five per cent by adult bap- 
tism and confirmation is evi- 
dence of the reaching, teaching 
program of evangelism of the 
astors and church council mem- 
Rats and is a good indication 
that the churches are reaching 
out to bring in the unchurched. 
Seven new pastors have entered | 
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Columbia Conference Executives 


Augustana Columbia Conference, the Rev. S. 
Seattle presided over the 62nd annual convention held at As- 
toria, Ore., April 27 to 30. The Rev. Carl W. Sodergren, pastor 
of First Immanuel Lutheran Church, Portland, was elected 
conference vice president to succeed the Rev. Carl E. Rydell 
of Tacoma, who has served in that capacity for Many years. 
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Spokane; 1-year term, Rev. Alvin 
D. Mattson, First, Anaconda, 
Mont. 

Conference stewardship com- 
mittee for 3-year terms: Ernest 
Anderson, Troy, Idaho; Rev. 
Ralph Johnson, Bethany, Seattle; 
Karl Reppel, First, Idaho Falls, 
Idaho; Rev. John Nasstrom, Em- 
manuel, Butte, Mont.; Rev. Syd- 
ney Jones, Ebenezer, Lake Stev- 
ens, Wash. 

_Commission on parish educa- 
tion: Mrs. Carl Samuelson, First, 
Idaho Falls; Rev. John Darrah, 
Magnolia, Seattle. 
_ Commission on parish evangel- 
ism: Rev. Oliver Nelson, Salem, 
Mt. Vernon, Wash.; Rev. Everett 
Jensen, Grace, Corvallis, Ore. 


1955 Convention 


The convention-voted to accept 
the invitation of Gloria Dei 


Lutheran Church, Olympia, the 


Rey. Arthur I. Anderson, pastor, 
to hold its 1955 meeting there, 


Convention Climax 
The conference closed on Fri- 


Page Seven 


Reminder to Pacific , 
District Churches | 


By Joseph Luthro 
«Congregations of the Pacifi¢ 
District of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church voted at the district 
convention, June, 1952, that each 
congregation should give $5.00 
for each year, 1952, 1953 and 
1954 toward support of The West- 
ern Lutheran. The amount is ta 
be sent to the district treasurer, 
the Rey, J. L. Moilien, whose new 
address is 1375 Country Club 
Drive, Tacoma, Wash. 

Church treasurers or others 
who read this item can be help- 
ful here if they will check to see 
if the amount has been sent for 
each year. If it has not been 
given, an early action on the 
matter would be appreciated. 








a 





day morning, April 30, with the 
celebration of holy communion, 


Dr. Eric Wahlstrom from Aug- 
ustana Seminary preached the 
communion sermon, “The Fel- 


lowship of Saints.” This was the 
pinnacle of the convention when 
approximately 100 delegates and 
150 delegates to the Women’s 
Missionary Society convention re- 
ceived the Lord’s Supper. 

Convention guests were Dr 
Eric Wahlstrom, Augustana The- 
ological Seminary; Pastor Elder 
Jackson, missionary to Africa, 
and Sam Edwins, co-director of 
Advance For Christ. 

Ocean Setting 

Can you imagine enjoying a 
banquet overlooking the blue 
Pacific? One change that Trinity 
Church made which was enjoyed 
by the entire delegation was the 
banquet held on Wednesday eve- 
ning at Hotel Gearhart, overlooks 
ing the Pacific. It has been a 
long time since delegates to both 
the conference and WMS con- 
ventions joined for a banquet. 
Gordon Storaasli, member of 
Trinity and administrator of 
Columbia Hospital, presided. Sam 
Edwins addressed the audience 
on the theme, “Advancing i 
Christ’s Kingdom Through Per- 
sonal Stewardship.” 

Everyone went away from the 
conference this year with a deep 
sense of the urgency of Christ's 
kingdom, the magnitude of the 
responsibility in Christ’s Church 
at home and abroad, and filled 
with gratitude to God for His 
Love in permitting them to live 
and serve within this beautiful 
and important region of God’s 
country. 
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300 Expected 


For Meeting 
‘Of Lutherans 


REV. ROY RYDEN 
(Richard Ball Photo) 


The Rev. Roy W. Ryden, pas- 
tor of Trinity Lutheran church, 
will. be host next week to the 
convention of the Columbia Con- 
ference of the Augustana Luther- 
an Church of America. Some 300 
delegates from Oregon, Washing- 
ton, Idaho, British Columbia, 
1 Utah and Montana will converge 
on the city for the four-day as- 
sembly beginning Tuesday eve- 
ning. 

The Rev. Mr. Ryden is a native 
of Chicago, where he attended 
North Park college and North- 
western university. He was grad- 
vated from the Augustana Lu- 
theran college and seminary in 
1943 and in June of the same 
year, was ordained in Minneapo- 
lis, 

He served his internship in Des 
Moines, Iowa, where he was mar- 
ried two days after his ordina- 
tion to his 
tered nurse. 

The Rev. Mr. Ryden served a 
pastorate in San Francisco before | 
coming to Trinity in March, 1946. | 

and Mrs, Ryden and their 
hree children, Bill, 9; Robert, 8 
nnd Rosalind, 6, live in the 
hurch parsonage at 722 Frank- 
in avenue, 


’ 








Ruby, a regis- | 


Among leaders of the annual convention 
of Columbia conference, Lutheran Au- 
gustana Synod, now in session at Trinity 
Lutheran church here, are, from left, 
Rev. Roy Ryden, pastor of the local 
church; Samuel Eddwins, Minneapolis, 
treasurer of the synod’s board of Amer- 


Lutheran President to Speak 


At Convention 


The convention of the Columbia 
Conference of the Augustana 
Lutheran Synod will be formally 
opened Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in 

a Trinity Lutheran church with an 
address by the conference presi- 
dent, the Rev. S. L. Swenson of 
Seattle. 

The Rev. Mr. Swenson. will 
speak on the convention theme, 
“That They May See the Light.” 
An anthem, “Create in Me a Clean 
Heart,” will be sung at the service 
by the Trinity choir, directed by 
Miss Ethel Wicks. 

Following the worship service, 
a festive “Fellowship Hour” dur- 
ling which delegrates and visitors 
|from the five northwest states 
and British Columbia will have 
an opportunity to get acquainted, 
|and meet members of Trinity, will 
be held. 

A fishing and regatta theme 
will predominate, with the church 
parlors being decorated with fish 
nets, floats and other nautical 
| gear, The men of the::church, 
i dressed in “loud” shirts and re- 
|patta caps, are to be hosts to the 
delegates and visitors and will 
serve light refreshments through- 
out the evening. 

Among the guests speakers to 
| appear before the’ convention are 
Dr. Eric Wahlstrom, professor of 








ican missions; Dr. Eric Wahlstrom, pro- 
fessor at Augustana seminary, Rock Is- 
land, Ill.; Gordon Storaasli, Astoria, 
member of the board of Trinity church; 
and Pastor S. L. Swenson, Seattle, con- 
ference president. See story on page 2. 
(A-B Photo) 


Opening Here 


New Testament Theology and 
languages at Augustana semin- 
ary, Rock island, Ill; Rev. El- 
der. Jackson, who is home on| 
furlough after completing five| 
years as a missionary in Africa 
and Sam Edwins, co-director of 
the Augustan Synod’s Advance 
for Christ appeal which this 
spring raised more than two mil- 
lion dollars for home and _ for- 
eign missions. 

The officers of the conference, 
in addition to the Rev. Mr. Swen- 
son, are Rev. Carl Rydell, vice 
president, who at present is ill at 
his home in Tacoma; the Rev. Ro- 
land Swanson, Yakima, secretary, 
and Theodore Nelson, Tacoma, 
treasurer. Dr, Carl A. V. Lund, 
Gresham, immediate past presi- 
dent, will also be in attendance | 
here. | 

More than 60 pastors and dele- 
gates from their respective con- 
gregations will converge on As- 
toria Tuesday for the convention | 
which will last until Friday 
morning. An official banquet will 
be held Wednesday evening in 
Gearhart. 

A more detailed outline of the 
program of the convention will 
»€ announc 
Roy W, Se Rani on pa 
Lutheran chur ay 
wubneran church, host to the con- 
vention said today, 








About three indede. delegates 
and visitors to the Columbia Con- 
ference convention had a sea food 
banquet at Hotel Gearhart Wea- 
inesday night. 

Tables were decorated with 
driftwood and glass floats and 
the pounding surf provided an 
unusual background for the pro- 


oram 
eralt. 


Sam Edwins of Minneapolis, the 
convention speaker, talked on the 
responsibilities we owe as Chris- 

s to our God and to the 
hurch. 

“Our vocation is to be a Chris- 

an—our occupation, whatever it 

be, must be an expression 
our underlying ~Christian 

Edwins said. “When we 
paying money out—we are 

y paying man off, we still owe 

G od for everything we have,” he 
continued. 

iences as national co-director of 

tne “Advance for Christ” pro- 

gram of the Augustana Lutheran 
church, Edwins. said there is 
growing evidence of a revival in 
the church and that it comes from 

a new understanding of steward- 

ship. 

“We must understand that Goa 
owns—and man only uses,” Ed- 
wins said. “When Christians rea- 
lize that everything we have be- 
longs to God, we will be more 
xilling to give a rightful portion 
of our time and talents and means 
to him,” he said. 

Gordon Storaasli 
church was toastmaster. Music 
was provided by Miss Medora 
Swenson, violinist, accompanied 
by Ethel Wicks and a. pastors’ 
quartette. 

At a business session Wednes- 
day morning, the delegates elect- 
ed a new vice-president, the Rev. 

|Carl Sodergren of Portland. He 
replaces the Rev. Carl Rydell of 
Tacoma who was not a candidate 
for re-election because of ill 
|health. Other officers who were 
| both re-elected are the Rev. Ro- 
|land Swanson of Yakima, secre- 
| tary, 
| Tacoma, treasurer, 


of Trinity 


Before the convention today is | 


consideration of a record proposed 
| budget of $101,000. Columbia hos- 
| pital is one of the beneficiaries. 


Drawing on his recent exper- 





and Theodore Nelsson of | 


‘Conference Told of 1815 Gain 
in Lutheran Church Baptisms 


| In his first annual 
ithe Columbia Lutheran confer 
| ence which is holding its conven 
|tion in Trinity church, the Rev 

|S. L. Swenson, Seattle, president, 
jreported a gain of 1815 baptised 
members in 1953, one of the larg- 
|}est gains made by the conference 
|in recent years. The 1952 gain was 
only 668. Present membership is 
|now 26,327. 


| Seven of 


the 
imade improvements in their 
church “property totaling more 
than $600,000, Pastor Swenson re- 
ported. In spite of these gains in 


church facilities, Pastor Swenson 
warned the assembled delegates: 
“This shoula not make us com- 
placent and satisfied but rather 
spur us on to greater effort.” He 
proposed that the conference see 
to double its gain of 1800 bap- 
tised members next year. 


Dr. Eric Wahlstrom of Augus- | 


tana Seminary, one of the visitors 
'to the convention representing 
the national Augustana Lutheran 
church, spoke to the clergy dele- 
gates meeting in Grace Episcopal 
church Tuesday afternoon. 
Recognized as one of the. out- 
standing authorities on the New 
Testament in this country, Dr 
Wahlstrom told the _ pastors: 
“The task of the preacher today 
is to understand the present, to 
|know the fears and anxieties of 
i people today and then find the 
answers in the Bibilcal record of 
God’s work in the past.” 
Referring to the topic: “The 
Christian Hope” which will be 
the theme of the World Council 
of Churches convention in Evans- 
ton this summer, Dr. Wahlstrom 





mesage_ to| said: 


60 congregations | 
| belonging to the conference have | 


membership and improvement of: 





the Resurection 
when God will bring his purpose 
to his final consumnation,” 
Speaking before a 
crowded with 250 delegates as 


well as members of the host Trin- | 
Pastor S. L. Swenson | 
declared in the opening sermon: | 


ity church, 


“It is because of God’s 
that we are able to meet for the 
62nd convention of the Columbia 
Conference... 
lies 


not know God, but the purpose- 
ful evil of athiestic communism. 
“The real danger of Marxian 
communism,” said Pastor Swen- 
son, “is not its political and social 


tenets, but its spiritual basis—for | 


it makes man a mere animal with- 
out purpose and without hope.” 
He said that church members 
have a ‘responsibility before God” 
for the spread of darkness be- 
cause we have “put the hght of 
the Christian Gospel under a 
bushel or under the bed.” 
Pointing out that in the 62 years 
the conference has existed, many 
opportunities for mission work 
have been lost in China and other 
parts of the world, Pastor Swen- 
son concluded his message with 
a call to conference delegates and 
congregations to be light bearers 
—in a world that desperately 
needs the light of Christian truth 
At the close of the service the 
men of the host Trinity church 
entertained the delegates at a so- 
cial hour and buffet lunch in the 
church basement. 
The convention continues 
through Friday morning. 


“As the people of God we| 
|stand between two great events: | 
of Christ—and | 
.|the resurrection of all the saints 


church | 


goodness | 


. Much of the world | 
in darkness—not only the| 
age-old darkness of those who do| 


| 


| 


| Holladay At 


|the Missionary 
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Conference Ends 


Delegates to the 62nd annual 
convention of the Columbia Con- 
ference left for home today after 
concluding their convention at a 
solemn communion 
Trinity Lutheran chu Dr. 


ary, 
ered 


Rock Island, Illinois, deliv- 
the closing communion ser- 


/mon. 


At a Missionary 
Ice in Trinity 
evening, Mrs. 
Seattle, 


Festival serv- 
church Thursday 
5 Ralph Johnson of 
retiring president of the 


| Women’s Missionary soci iety of the; 
Conference presented a check 


for 
$3500 to the 


ence Home for the Aged in Seat- | 
tle. The check was a gift from all 


ne Societies of the 
Conference in observance of the 


| and t 


Columbia Confer- | 


ah in| which 
Eric | an 

Te le ; 
Wahlstrom of Anigneten: Semin- 


f theca nvention to ) the } n0s 
ity church and to Pasto 
he local committees for 
gracious hospitality 


LINZYS IN PORTLAND 

KNAPPA (Special)—Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Linzy visited in Port- 
|land and The Dalles last week 
|for three days, returning on Sun- 
day. 








